
BRECKLAND COUNCIL

DELEGATED DECISION RECORD

This records a key or other decision taken by an Executive Member, the Cabinet or Cabinet 
Sub-Committee in accordance with the Council’s scheme of Delegations.

Unless the Leader and the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission certify that 
the matter is so urgent that the normal five-day scrutiny delay on action should not apply, 
then this decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of five 
working days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under the call-in 
procedures as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution.

Portfolio/Cabinet Leader of the Council

Report Title (& Reference No.) Contractual Relief Payments to the Councils Leisure 
Provider: Reference: D24/20

Summary Background To address a request for financial assistance from the 
Council’s leisure services provider Breckland Leisure 
Limited.

Author/Contact Officer Richard Shepherd, Contracts & Procurement Manager 
(shared) (richard.shepherd@breckland-sholland.gov.uk)

Ward(s) Affected All Wards

Urgent? Yes

Key Decision? Yes Expenditure or Savings Exceeding 25% of the Budget 
Sum Approved for a Particular Service or Function

In Key Decision Plan? No

Date Decision Taken Friday, 19 June 2020

Date Published Friday, 19 June 2020

Call-In Expiry

Exempt Information?

Decision (Action Agreed) 1) That contractual relief provided under the contract for 
the qualifying change in law (closure of leisure centres) 
is effective from the period in which legislation was 
enforced (21st March 2020) and to extend no further 
than the end date of the enforced closure.

2) That the normal monthly unitary charge will continue to 



be paid in full, as required by the contract

3) That the Council offers, under the contract, to make 
additional monthly relief payments to the contractor for 
a sum of £16,711.08 for April 2020, and similar 
waiver/payments in other qualifying months based on 
invoices for costs incurred being reviewed on a month-
by-month basis.

4) That the offer be subject to the following terms and 
conditions along with any other terms advised by the 
Council’s lawyers:

a) Monthly review & reconciliation of invoices, with 
the Council being able to terminate the 
payments/waiver of income at such time as it 
determines at its absolute discretion

b) That payments are subject to full 
transparency/open book accounting on the 
Contractor’s part

c) That the Council has a right to recover any 
amount by which the contractor may have been 
unjustly enriched and/or such amount that the 
contractor has failed to avail itself of from 
support that it could reasonably have been 
obtained elsewhere.

Reasons(s) As a result of the Covid-19 crisis and the subsequent 
Coronavirus Act 2020, which enforced closure of the 
Council’s leisure centres, the Council’s leisure operator 
Parkwood Leisure Limited has written to the Council to 
request financial support. 

The contract and the Councils Solicitor have confirmed that 
the closure is a qualifying change in law under the contract, 
for which the Council is required to make a monthly relief 
payment to the contractor.

In order to safeguard the contractor’s position, and future 
delivery of the contract and leisure services, the decision 
cannot reasonably be deferred. 

The Corporate Contracts and Procurement Manager has 
scrutinised the figures submitted by the contractor and has 
consulted both Finance and Legal Services. Having 
confirmed that the figures are reasonable and subject to 
open book accounting, an urgent decision is now required 
to process payment.

Options  To provide contractual relief payments to the 
Council’s Leisure provider

 Not to provide contractual relief payments to the 
Council’s Leisure provider



Further Information


